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colonial empire. Its plan was to gain’
a firm foothold on the peninsula:

- the r&st of the area..

. tary of State, was determined to “pro- "

- tien without
. other words,
without belng' involved -in actual |

ﬁghting. This was to be done by
setting up a puppet regime.

The job was assigned to ‘the Cen-
“tral Intelugence Agency. Its cloak=-

: was overthrown, and were preparing

xnent of Jacobo Arbenzin Guatema]a.

, ere_lgn

i tect the fragments of the"mdpbhinese ;
. empire against Communist domina~
[involving ~American " -
‘troops in another Korean war.” In -
the plan was to turn
' South Viet-Nam'into an American . -
-operational base In Southeast"Asia.

TH.E GODFATHER of ‘the puppet -
South Viet—Nam regime waa no ‘ -

. other than Aflen Dulles, Amerfcaa‘ >

' esplonage chief. In 1953, the first .
" year of the Eisenhower ‘administra= -,
) tioh, it became clear that the French -
' were losmg the war in Indo-China, -

.’ Washingtod, dectded to-salvage what "
' ‘still ‘could be salvaged of France's . -

_and gradually extend its lnﬂuence to '/

. There is the evidence ot Walter Sk
Lippmarm that Allen’ s elder brother, i
.Tohn Foster 'Dulles, the then Secre- g:E-

.nnd-dagger‘operatxves were reputed F .
to be highly efficient—they had just =
. pulled off a successful coup in Iran,
where the Mossadegh govemment;" ’

the overthrow of the liberal govern- -

- It was no great secret that the 1dea _'
of turning Sou_th Viet-Nam into a
.client state, that 1s, nominally sov-.

«

dirty war in Indo-China, one of the

]

as instructea by Allen Dulles to

pse agent. This could always be""

eld agalnst him.

frence which ~wroté finis fo the'.

Jated with the CIA. Nor was it aoci- :
*: dental that at the 1954 Geneva con=""

merican’ delegates was General’
'Yalter Bedell Smith, former head of

“the CI.A and, at the time of the cone »
3 rence, Under-Secretary of State.- .,

In the spring of 1954, v'vhue the In= "

.For more than nine yesrs, from
1y 1954 to Novmber ‘1963, Diem =
- ahd his gang Were "malntained “in

o ets. The bill ran to ovet $2,000 mil-. 7,

“on. Much of the money went to
tain and’ :ma.lntaln an army of .

O 000, plus a police torca and auxs .

s “r%&\%d'"f-"dor’h as'ei
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years o

aintained 15,000 military advisers
d instructors to traln and Indoctri-

ate Diem’s armed forces, They were

gupplied! 'véith American weapons

- hnd given American combat suppor‘t.‘
1l this, however, failed to halt the |
“ipread of the resistance movement: |
’ he - Natlonal-Liberation Front con-

trols 'wvo-thirds of the countrys ter-
fitory with more than halt of its total

. populatlon.. - : :
The whole plan was -a. clear fal- |

- Jure. That much was cbvious to
everyone, and, presumably, also to-

‘] the men who had Installed: the "ln-

pffectual dictator *

.| The CIA decided to get rid of Diem:
nd the Diem family. A military |
‘funta was prought to power, headed
'by Geneml Duong ‘Van Minh, an-

| pther Washington puppet, ’ Diem-and |
‘wera |,
"hssassinated by one of Minh’s lieute- |-

his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu,

‘pants. The cloak-and-dagger ’_tacﬁc'
had run full circle—the CIA brought

Diem to power, now the CIA Temove

him,
..l

'I‘hat the cou.p of November 1, 1963,

- fvas engineered by the C.IA was no

breat secret elther. A few 'days after
he news of it came, the New York
Herald Tribune wrote that categori
¢al denials by the State Department
Iiotwlthstanding, it could be safely

: ald that this was an American coup.

Some of the detalls of its organi-
bation are, typleal ot the 'methods
employed by the CIA. ,
First, it was necessary to- create
4n atmosphere of universal condgm-
ation of Diem and the regime. This
‘Was done by inciting religious strife
tween the Buddhists, who make up
8 overwhelﬂung majority of the
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